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MEDIA RELEASE

Date 11th September 2006

Greens to remove the NSW Government’s dependence 

on poker machines.

Figures released today showed that in the 12 months ending June 2005 the NSW Government hauled in just under $500 million in taxes from poker machines while in the same period NSW clubs and pubs duped the people of NSW out of a staggering $52.8 billion.

Greens Cr. Chris Harris today promised that if elected as the Member for Sydney in the 2007 State election, he will work to eliminate the NSW government’s dependence on poker machine revenue.

Recently, Cr. Harris attempted to ban ATMs from city pubs that have poker machines.  However the Clover Moore party, Liberals and Labor councilors failed to support this initiative.  

Greens Cr. Chris Harris: “The Greens are appalled that we have a government that’s willing to see families damaged while it supports an industry, whose anti-social behaviour deceives its patrons out of $52.8 billion a year, simply because the government is addicted to a $500 million a year income. 

“What’s worse, when I called on the City of Sydney council to help out by banning ATMs from pubs where there are gaming machines not one councillor, from the Lord Mayor and her party to the Liberals and Labor representatives, supported me.” Cr. Harris said

“The poker machine disease sweeping NSW is dangerously out of control. But the clubs and pubs that are profiteering from the victims and the politicians who support these institutions are culpable.” Cr. Harris said.

“I believe that no amount of government income justifies putting families at risk and no industry that preys off the disadvantage of others deserves support.  If I’m elected as the Member for Sydney in 2007, I promise to work to remove the poker machine needle that appears to be firmly stuck in the NSW government’s arm by eliminating their reliance on poker machine revenue.“ Cr. Harris said

